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SUB J : ROMULO AND MARCOS ON BASE NEGOTIATIONS 
REF: (A) MANILA 19411; (B) MANILA 19306 

1 . ON HIS RETURN TO MANILA DEC 16, SECRETARY OF FOREIGN 
AFFAIRS ROMULO COMMENTED ON BASE NEGOTIATIONS. ROMULO 
SAID: "WE HAVE NOT ASKED FOR MILITARY AID. WE WANT WHAT 
IS LEGITIMATELY DUES US - JUST COMPENSATION FOR THE 
CONTINUED USE OF OUR MILITARY BASES. NOTHING MORE AND 
NOTHING LESS. AND TO US, OUR SOVEREIGNTY OVER THESE 
BASES IS NON-NEGOTIABLE. WE HAVE LEGAL TITLE OVER THEM 
AND THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES HAS ACKNOWLEDGED 
OUR SOVEREIGNTY. WE INSIST IT MUST BE GENUINE SOVEREIGNTY, 
NOT TOKEN OR COSMETIC SOVEREIGNTY." FOREIGN SECRETARY 
PROTESTED THAT HE HAD NOT DEVIATED ONE IOTA FROM PRESIDENT 
MARCOS' INSTRUCTIONS AND CLAIMED THAT HE HAD BEEN IN 
CONSTANT CONTACT WITH PRESIDENT VIA TELEX AND PHONE. 
ROMULO SAID RATHER BITTERLY THAT GOP HAD FAITHFULLY KEPT 
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ITS WORD THAT THERE WOULD BE NO NEWS RELEASES ON 
NEGOTIATIONS BY EITHER PARTY, BUT "THE LEAKS CAME FROM 
THE OTHER SIDE." 

2. DURING SECOND SESSION OF BATASAN BAY AN (LEGISLATIVE 
ADVISORY COUNCIL) WHICH BEGAN DEC 17, PRESIDENT 
MARCOS IN BRIEF OPENING STATEMENT ALLUDED TO BASE TALKS. 
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ADVERTING TO RECENT FUROR ABOUT GOP'S REPORTED ACCEPTANCE OF 
BILLION DOLLAR ASSISTANCE PACKAGE IN RETURN FOR BASES USE, 

MARCOS SAID THIS EVENT HAD PUT NEGOTIATIONS IN "SOMEWHAT 
PROBLEMATIC STATE." NEVERTHELESS, GOP WAS WAITING FOR 
NEW ADMINISTRATION IN US BEFORE PROCEEDING WITH TALKS. 

MARCOS TOLD HIS AUDIENCE THAT HE WANTED IT CLEARLY UNDER- 
STOOD THAT THERE COULD BE NO RESOLUTION OF BASES 
NEGOTIATIONS "SHORT OF AN ARRANGEMENT WHICH GUARANTEES 
FULL SOVEREGINTY" AND WHICH WAS CONSONANT WITH GOP 
EFFORTS TO BUILD INDEPENDENT SELF-RELIANT DEFENSE. 

PRESIDENT'S COMMENT WAS GREETED WITH POLITE APPLAUSE. 

SULLIVAN 
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